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Abstract

Purpose: This study aims to compare the anthropological characteristics of the human being in
Cartesian modern thought and Freirean postmodern/ critical thought and to critically evaluate them
based on the anthropological foundations of Iran’s Fundamental Reform Document of Education.
Methodology: This qualitative, fundamental—analytical study adopted a descriptive—interpretive
approach. Data were collected through qualitative meta-synthesis of authoritative texts, including
Descartes’ major philosophical works, Freire’s foundational educational writings, and the official
text of the Fundamental Reform Document of Education. Data analysis was conducted using
thematic analysis with open, axial, and selective coding. Frankena’s practical syllogism model was
employed to distinguish descriptive propositions, normative propositions, and foundational
principles for systematic comparison and normative critique.

Findings: The findings indicate that Cartesian anthropology emphasizes foundational rationality,
the self-grounding subject, mind—body dualism, and epistemic individualism, resulting in the
marginalization of social and spiritual dimensions. Freirean anthropology conceptualizes the human
being as historical, social, and becoming, highlighting critical consciousness, dialogue, social praxis,
and justice, while lacking a systematic articulation of the human—God relationship. The Fundamental
Reform Document proposes an integrative anthropological model that recognizes rational, moral,
spiritual, social, and physical dimensions, emphasizing divine nature, human dignity, social
responsibility, and the integration of reason and faith.

Conclusion: The study concludes that the Fundamental Reform Document of Education offers a
comprehensive and normative anthropological alternative that transcends the reductionisms of
modern and postmodern paradigms by rearticulating human rationality, social engagement, and
spirituality within a coherent ethical and theological framework.
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Detailed Abstract
Introduction

The concept of the human being constitutes the epistemological and normative core of every educational system, as educational goals,
curricular priorities, and pedagogical practices are ultimately grounded in implicit or explicit anthropological assumptions. Philosophical
anthropology therefore plays a decisive role in shaping educational theory and practice, particularly in periods of paradigmatic transition.
Modernity and postmodernity represent two major intellectual configurations that have profoundly redefined the understanding of the
human subject, knowledge, society, and education. Any serious engagement with contemporary educational reform—especially within

religious and value-oriented contexts—requires a critical examination of these anthropological paradigms and their implications for

education (Bagheri, 2019).

Ren¢ Descartes is widely recognized as a foundational figure of modern philosophy and modern anthropology. By introducing
methodological doubt and grounding certainty in the thinking subject, Descartes redefined the human being as a rational, self-grounding
subject whose essence lies in thinking rather than embodied or relational existence (Descartes & Cottingham, 1996). This Cartesian
conception of the human being as a rational, autonomous ego established the philosophical basis for modern individualism, scientific
rationality, and instrumental approaches to knowledge and education (Copleston & Bashirieh, 2018; Taylor, 1989). Educational
systems influenced by this paradigm tend to prioritize cognitive mastery, methodological rigor, and epistemic certainty, often at the
expense of moral, social, and spiritual dimensions (Taheri & Jalali, 2018). Critics argue that such an anthropological reduction

marginalizes the embodied, historical, and relational aspects of human existence (Barandak et al., 2022).

In contrast, postmodern and critical theories challenge the Cartesian subject by emphasizing historicity, social embeddedness, language,
and power relations. Within this intellectual landscape, Paulo Freire occupies a distinctive position due to his direct engagement with
education as a site of human formation and social transformation. Freire conceptualizes the human being as an unfinished, historical, and
relational subject whose identity emerges through dialogue, critical consciousness, and praxis aimed at liberation (Freire, 1970). His
anthropological framework aligns with broader postmodern critiques of absolutism and technocratic rationality, highlighting plurality,
lived experience, and the political nature of knowledge (Best & Kellner, 1997; Hutcheon, 2022). From this perspective, education

becomes an ethical—political practice oriented toward emancipation, justice, and social responsibility.

Despite their profound differences, both modern and postmodern anthropologies have been subject to critique, particularly from religious
and value-based perspectives. Scholars argue that Cartesian anthropology neglects the spiritual and moral dimensions of the human being,
while postmodern and critical anthropologies risk dissolving transcendent meaning by overemphasizing social construction and historical
contingency (Nezhad-Iran, 2023; Taheri Sarteshnizi & Azizkhani, 2019). These critiques are especially salient in societies that seck

to integrate educational modernization with religious and ethical foundations.

In the context of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Fundamental Reform Document of Education represents a comprehensive attempt to
articulate an indigenous, value-based educational framework grounded in Islamic anthropology. This document conceptualizes the human
being as a multi-dimensional entity endowed with rational, moral, spiritual, social, and physical capacities, oriented toward divine
servitude, ethical responsibility, and holistic growth (Ministry of Education, 2011). Unlike purely modern or postmodern paradigms,
the document secks to integrate reason and faith, knowledge and values, individuality and social responsibility within a coherent
anthropological vision (Nabi et al., 2024). However, the anthropological foundations of this document have rarely been examined

through a systematic comparative dialogue with influential Western paradigms.
gha sy p g p gm

Given the growing interest in reassessing educational anthropology in light of global intellectual transformations, a comparative analysis
of Cartesian and Freirean conceptions of the human being—critically evaluated through the lens of the Fundamental Reform Document—
can illuminate both the limitations of dominant Western models and the distinctive contributions of an Islamic educational anthropology.
Contemporary developments in cultural and philosophical anthropology further underscore the relevance of such comparative inquiries
(Magnarla, 2025; Moll, 2023). Accordingly, this study aims to compare the anthropological characteristics of the human being in the
thought of René Descartes and Paulo Freire and to critically evaluate them based on the anthropological foundations of the Fundamental

Reform Document of Education of the Islamic Republic of Iran.



Methods and Materials

This study employed a qualitative, fundamental-analytical research a descriptive—interpretive appro
methodological strategy was qualitative meta-synthesis, which enabled the sys
relevant philosophical, educational, and anthropological texts. The units of analysis w
including Descartes’ principal philosophical works, Freire’s foundational educational writin;

Reform Document of Education.

Data collection was conducted through a systematic review of Persian and English academic sources, inclu s, peer-reviewed

journal articles, and policy documents. Purposeful sampling was used to select texts that were conceptually relevant, academically yuse,

and analytically rich with respect to anthropological assumptions. The selected materials were analyzed using qualitative thematic analysis,

involving open, axial, and selective coding to extract key concepts, categories, and overarching themes.

For comparative interpretation, the study employed an adapted version of Frankena’s practical syllogism model, distinguishing descriptive
propositions, normative propositions, and foundational principles within each anthropological framework. This structure facilitated a
systematic comparison of Descartes’ and Freire’s anthropologies and enabled a normative critique grounded in the anthropological
principles articulated in the Fundamental Reform Document. Throughout the analysis, methodological rigor was ensured through

iterative coding, peer review of analytic categories, and transparency in the interpretive process.
Findings

The findings indicate that Cartesian anthropology conceptualizes the human being primarily as a rational, self-sufficient subject whose
defining feature is autonomous thinking. Central themes extracted from Descartes’ framework include epistemic certainty,
methodological doubt, mind—body dualism, and individual cognitive autonomy. Knowledge is grounded in rational clarity and scientific
method, while the human relationship with others, nature, and society remains secondary. Nature is largely instrumentalized, and human

action is oriented toward technical mastery and control.

In contrast, the Freirean anthropological framework presents the human being as a historical, relational, and unfinished subject. Core
themes include critical consciousness, dialogue, praxis, social responsibility, and liberation from oppressive structures. Human identity
is shaped through language, narrative, and collective struggle, and education is understood as a transformative, participatory process.
Knowledge is plural, contextual, and inseparable from ethical and political commitments. While Freire emphasizes hope and human

dignity, the explicit metaphysical relationship between the human being and God is not systematically developed.

Analysis of the Fundamental Reform Document reveals a third anthropological model characterized by integrative multidimensionality.
The document articulates six major relational dimensions: the human being’s relationship with the self, others, God, nature, knowledge,
and society. Central concepts include human dignity, divine servitude, moral self-cultivation, social justice, environmental stewardship,
and the integration of reason and faith. Unlike Cartesian reductionism or purely socio-historical interpretations, the document presents

the human being as a morally responsible agent oriented toward transcendence, ethical action, and holistic perfection.

Comparative analysis demonstrates that while Cartesian and Freirean anthropologies each capture important aspects of human existence,
both exhibit forms of reductionism. Cartesian anthropology marginalizes social and spiritual dimensions, whereas Freirean anthropology
risks over-socializing the human being. The Fundamental Reform Document seeks to overcome these limitations by offering a normative,

value-based synthesis that incorporates rationality, social engagement, and spiritual orientation.
Discussion and Conclusion

The comparative findings suggest that neither modern Cartesian anthropology nor postmodern Freirean anthropology alone provides a

articulated in the Fu

cform Document represents an alternative paradigm that seeks to integrate

approaches while addressing their

s. By grounding human dignity in divine origin and orienting education
moral, intellectual, and social developmen ent proposes a holistic model of human formation. This model

ges historical and social realities without surrendering no spiritual foundations.
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From an educational standpoint, the findings underscore the importance of rethinking curriculum, pedagogy, and teacher education in
light of comprehensive anthropological assumptions. Educational systems that rely exclusively on technical rationality or political critique
risk neglecting the deeper ethical and existential dimensions of human growth. A balanced anthropological framework can provide a more

coherent foundation for education aimed at forming responsible, reflective, and morally grounded individuals.

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that a critical dialogue between modern, postmodern, and Islamic anthropological frameworks is
both possible and necessary. The Fundamental Reform Document of Education offers a context-sensitive and normatively grounded
response to dominant Western paradigms, contributing to global discussions on educational anthropology and the future of human-

centered education.
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