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Abstract

Purpose: The present study aimed to conduct a comparative analysis of the fundamental dimensions of the
philosophy of education—namely epistemology, ontology, anthropology, and axiology—from the
perspectives of post-structuralist and critical pedagogy schools to extract practical educational implications
for contemporary systems.

Methodology: This fundamental qualitative research utilized a meta-synthesis approach integrated
with thematic analysis. The statistical population comprised scientific documents from domestic
databases (spanning 1391-1404 Jalali) and international repositories (spanning 2003-2025).
Employing purposive sampling and the 27-item PRISMA checklist for rigorous quality assessment,
N=18 articles were ultimately selected. Data were systematically analyzed using MaxQDA software
through theoretical coding, applying Brody’s four-stage comparative paradigm and Frankena’s
practical syllogism model. Inter-rater reliability was confirmed with a Cohen’s Kappa coefficient of
K=0.56.

Findings: The comparative synthesis revealed that while both schools fundamentally reject modern
certainty, essentialism, and absolute values, their trajectories diverge. Epistemologically, post-
structuralism views knowledge as a product of linguistic and power networks, whereas critical
pedagogy frames it as an emancipatory tool. Ontologically, the fluidity of signs contrasts with the
socio-historical construction of reality. The most profound divergence emerged anthropologically:
post-structuralism posits the “death of the subject,” reducing individuals to discursive products,
whereas critical pedagogy fiercely defends conscious human agency and active learner resistance.
Axiologically, post-structuralism’s tendency toward continuous deconstruction contrasts sharply
with critical pedagogy’s normative commitment to reconstructive social justice, solidarity, and
radical democracy.

Conclusion: To overcome contemporary educational crises, pedagogical policies require a
dialectical integration of both paradigms; utilizing post-structuralism’s analytical tools to unmask
hidden power dynamics while simultaneously embracing critical pedagogy’s emancipatory agency
to cultivate active, transformative citizens.
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Detailed Abstract
Introduction

The philosophy of education serves as the fundamental bedrock upon which the objectives, methodologies, and axiological
frameworks of educational systems are constructed, extending far beyond the mere mechanical transmission of foundational skil ls
and historical knowledge to new generations. In the contemporary era, characterized by rapid globalization and profound socio -
cultural shifts, education is increasingly understood as a deeply complex, multifaceted process inextricably intertwined with critical
notions of identity formation, power dynamics, and the cultivation of critical consciousness (Johnston et al., 2022). Over recent
decades, educational paradigms have been continually challenged by systemic inequalities, diverse cultural intersections, and
epistemological crises, prompting theorists to urgently seck novel, critical approaches to radically redefine the core missions of
schools and academic institutions (Sousa & Rossi, 2022). Among the multitude of theoretical frameworks, the schools of Post-
structuralism and Critical Pedagogy have emerged as the most profoundly influential in deconstructing and reconstructing
pedagogical concepts. Post-structuralism, by fundamentally critiquing the core assumptions of modernity—particularly grand
narratives, the concept of absolute truth, and the autonomous human subject—has catalyzed a massive paradigm shift in how
knowledge and language are comprehended (Norton & Morgan, 2023). Within this framework, knowledge is never neutral; it
is perpetually entangled with intricate networks of power, and human identity is viewed not as a fixed, stable essence, but as a
dynamic linguistic and discursive construct shaped within ever-shifting historical contexts (Yahya, 2024). Conversely, Critical
Pedagogy, deeply rooted in the emancipatory visions of thinkers like Paulo Freire, provides a more pragmatic, action -oriented
framework designed to actively dismantle and counter structures of domination (Darder et al., 2023). This pedagogical approach
posits the ultimate goal of education as the deliberate nurturing of highly aware, questioning, and empowered subjects who are
fully capable of recognizing social injustices and actively intervening to transform them (Kellner, 2022). The dialectical tension
and potential integration between these two schools become exceedingly vital when confronting the hegemony of neoliberal
ideologies, which continuously attempt to commodify academic knowledge and reduce deeply human educational processes to
mere quantifiable metrics (Kraemer-Holland & Diaz, 2024). The implementation of these critical perspectives is crucial across
various domains, ranging from integrating ethical responsibility and social integrity in modern generations (Banda, 2025) to
developing critical awareness regarding digital technologies (Fadli, 2024) and reconceptualizing transnational identities in
superdiverse educational environments (Jain, 2025). Consequently, the primary aim of this study is to conduct a comprehensive
comparative analysis of the epistemological, ontological, anthropological, and axiological dimensions of the philosophy of ed ucation
through the distinct theoretical lenses of Post-structuralist and Critical Pedagogy schools, thereby extracting their transformative

educational implications for contemporary educational systems.
Methods and Materials

The research design employed for this investigation was a fundamental, qualitative study that utilized a highly rigorous, mul ti-
staged meta-synthesis approach, deeply integrated with Brody’s comparative model and Frankena’s deductive model to
systematically extract and evaluate educational implications. The statistical population for this comprehensive review encompassed
a wide array of scientific documents, including peer-reviewed academic journal articles, published books, institutional research
reports, and academic dissertations. These documents were meticulously sourced from prominent domestic databases—such as
IranDoc, SID, Magiran, Elmnet, Noormags, and Civilica—as well as major international scientific repositories, including Web of
Science, PubMed, Scopus, Embase, Google Scholar, ERIC, ScienceDirect, ProQuest, Medline, Elsevier, Wiley Online Library,
Springer, and JSTOR. The temporal parameters for the systematic literature search were strictly defined, capturing domestic
publications spanning from 1391to 1404(Jalali calendar) and international publications from the years 2003to 2025. A
purposive, non-random sampling methodology was rigorously applied, utilizing the internationally recognized 27-item PRISMA
(Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses) checklist to establish highly specific inclusion and exclusion
criteria. The procedural workflow involved several distinct phases: initial broad identification of literature, coarse screening based
on abstracts and titles, fine screening involving in-depth full-text evaluations, and final selection based on stringent quality metrics.
This rigorous filtration process ultimately yielded a core sample of N = 18highly relevant articles selected for the final cumulative
and integrative synthesis. Data collection instruments were intricately designed based on Brody’s comparative paradigm, which
operates through four sequential stages: descriptive formulation, interpretive analysis, juxtaposition (bringing the contrasting
theories side-by-side), and comparative evaluation to synthesize educational implications. Furthermore, Frankena’s deductive

framework was operationalized to derive practical pedagogical implications through practical syllogism, logically combining



normative theoretical propositions with factual, observati ents regarding educational realities. For the data

phase, a highly systematic theoretical coding process derived fr thematic analysis was executed utilizi

ized the extracted qualitati

qualitative data analysis software. The analytical procedure systemati

hierarchical tiers: basic themes, organizing themes, and overarching globa ter -rater reliabi

assessment and coding phases was statistically evaluated, yielding a Cohen’s Kappa

moderate and acceptable level of agreement between independent evaluators. Additionally,

specifically Chi-square ()(2) tests, confirmed that there were no statistically significant variances 1

p = 0.57), or the

the evaluated articles based on the researcher’s academic discipline (p = 0.41), the specific year of public

total number of contributing authors (p = 0.35).
Findings

The thematic analysis and comparative synthesis of the selected literature revealed profound conceptual intersections as well as
stark philosophical divergences between the two paradigms across four fundamental dimensions of educational philosophy. In the
realm of epistemology, the findings indicated that both post-structuralism and critical pedagogy vehemently reject the existence of
absolute, universal, and objective truths, instead conceptualizing knowledge as an inherently relative, socially constructed, and
highly contextualized phenomenon. However, the exact nature of this relativity diverges significantly; post-structuralism
predominantly focuses on the intricate, unavoidable entanglements of power and discourse, positing that all knowledge systems
are essentially linguistic artifacts that serve to maintain specific power-knowledge regimes. In stark contrast, critical pedagogy,
while acknowledging the role of power, frames knowledge dynamically as an emancipatory tool—a critical mechanism through
which oppressed individuals can achieve conscientization and actively dismantle the ideological illusions sustaining their
subjugation. Ontologically, both philosophical schools maintain a robust anti-essentialist posture, categorically denying any fixed,
immutable essence to social or educational realities. Post-structuralism interprets reality as a fragmented, endlessly fluid network
of signifiers where meaning is perpetually deferred and inherently unstable. Conversely, critical pedagogy views social reali ty not
as a chaotic linguistic void, but rather as a concrete, historical construct forged by human actions and systemic inequalitie s; a reality
that, because it is historically manufactured, possesses the inherent potential to be structurally transformed through conscious,
collective human intervention. The most pronounced theoretical friction emerged within the anthropological dimension,
specifically concerning the conceptualization of human agency. Post-structuralist thought advocates for the radical decentering of
the human subject, famously declaring the “death of the author/subject” and portraying the individual merely as an intersecti on of
competing discursive forces, thereby largely stripping the learner of autonomous, intentional agency. Critical pedagogy completely
opposes this fatalistic view, firmly championing the concept of robust, conscious human agency; it posits that students and e ducators
are active, historical subjects endowed with the vital capacity to critically reflect, resist indoctrination, and actively shape their
socio-political destinies. Finally, in the axiological dimension, while both paradigms are united in their profound critique and
deconstruction of dogmatic, absolute moral hierarchies, their ultimate trajectories differ. Post-structuralism exhibits a strong
tendency toward the perpetual subversion and dissolution of dominant value systems without prescribing a definitive, alternative
moral compass, often hovering near moral relativism. Critical pedagogy, however, transitions from deconstruction to a highly
normative, reconstructive phase, decisively anchoring its pedagogical value system in actionable, deeply ethical principles o f social

justice, radical democracy, human dignity, liberty, and societal solidarity.
Discussion and Conclusion

Synthesizing the extensive findings of this comparative study leads to the conclusion that contemporary educational systems
desperately require a nuanced, dialectical integration of both post-structuralist and critical pedagogy frameworks to effectively

address the multifaceted crises of the modern era. While these two schools operate from distinct philosophical vantage points, their

rs a uniquely powerful pedagogical arsenal. The educational apparatus of the 21st century necessitates

strategic amalgamatio
i ive tools provided by post-structuralism to meticulously uncover hidden power dynamics, expose
subtle, micro-political ways in which educational institutions enforce conformity and
usly, to prevent this deconstruction from collapsing into pedagogical nihilism or

cation absolute the normative, action-oriented, and profoundly hopeful direction supplied by

ractical implications this synthesis mandate a radical paradigm shift away from traditio nal,

s of education and the oppressive andardized testing—which are heavily promoted by the dominant

rket logic—toward highly inclusive, dialogic Educators must be conceptually transformed from mere
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technicians and passive transmitters of a state-sanctioned curriculum into “transformative intellectuals” who bravely foster

environments of critical inquiry, active resistance, and democratic participation.
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