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Abstract

Purpose: This study aimed to develop and validate a comprehensive model of moral education for elementary
school students in Tehran and to identify its constituent dimensions, components, and indicators.
Methodology: This applied study employed a qualitative research approach. The study population consisted
of educational sciences experts holding doctoral degrees and possessing relevant academic publications,
research backgrounds, and practical experience. Fifteen experts were selected using theoretical and snowball
sampling until theoretical saturation was achieved. Data were collected through documentary review and in-
depth semi-structured interviews. Data analysis was conducted through open, axial, and selective coding. The
Delphi technique was subsequently applied to refine, finalize, and prioritize the identified dimensions,
components, and indicators. The final model was further evaluated by experts, and its validity was confirmed
using the Content Validity Ratio (CVR).

Findings: Analysis of the interviews initially yielded 126 preliminary codes. Following consolidation,
revision, and elimination of overlapping codes, 101 open codes were retained. Axial coding resulted in the
identification of 17 components, and selective coding combined with the Delphi process produced a final
model comprising 88 indicators, 17 components, and five major dimensions: cognitive, emotional, social,
cultural, and environmental. The dimensions were prioritized in the same order. The identified components
included moral awareness, critical/moral thinking, recognition and resolution of moral conflicts, empathy,
emotional responsibility, emotional self-awareness, emotional communication, respect for individual
differences, participation in public affairs, effective communication, respect for social rules and regulations,
cultural awareness, respect for spiritual and religious heritage, global solidarity, environmental awareness,
environmental responsibility, and support for global environmental actions.

Conclusion: The findings indicate that moral education in elementary school is a multidimensional process
requiring the simultaneous development of moral cognition, emotional capacities, social competencies,
cultural identity, and environmental responsibility. The proposed model therefore provides a systematic
framework that may guide educational policymaking, curriculum planning, teacher practices, and the design
of school-based moral education programs aimed at fostering morally aware, socially responsible, culturally

sensitive, and environmentally committed students.
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Detailed Abstract
Introduction

Moral education constitutes a fundamental dimension of formal education because schools are responsible not only for transmitting
knowledge and academic skills but also for developing values, judgments, dispositions, and behavioral competencies that enable students
to participate responsibly in personal and social life. Moral development should therefore be understood as more than the acquisition of
rules concerning desirable and undesirable conduct. It involves the progressive development of moral awareness, reasoning, emotional
sensitivity, interpersonal responsibility, and the capacity to apply ethical principles in real-life situations. From philosophical and
psychological perspectives, moral education is inherently multidimensional and emerges through the interaction of cognition, emotion,
behavior, social experience, and cultural context (Rahnama, 2021). This multidimensionality has led researchers to emphasize the need
for coherent models through which moral education can be translated into educational objectives, curricular content, learning

experiences, and school practices (Heydarizadeh et al., 2018; Koushi et al., 2020).

The elementary school period is especially significant because children gradually move from simple compliance with externally imposed
rules toward a more sophisticated understanding of values, interpersonal expectations, responsibilities, and the consequences of their
actions. Schools provide children with recurring opportunities to experience cooperation, fairness, conflict, empathy, rule-following,
participation, and respect for individual differences. Consequently, moral education during this developmental stage needs to be
systematically incorporated into curriculum design and the broader educational environment. Research on the principles governing moral
education curricula in Iranian primary education has highlighted the importance of aligning objectives, content, teaching strategies, and
educational processes (Aghili et al., 2019). Similarly, the design and validation of moral education models specifically adapted to Iranian
primary education demonstrate the need for context-sensitive frameworks that reflect students’ developmental characteristics as well as

the broader educational system (Tabatabaei Yazdi, 2023).

Curriculum content represents one major mechanism through which moral values are communicated and experienced. Studies examining
moral education in Thinking and Lifestyle textbooks have indicated that the representation and organization of moral concepts in
instructional materials require systematic consideration (Afzalkhani, 2022; Safarpour Feyzi, 2019). More recent investigations of
clementary school textbooks have similarly emphasized that moral education needs to be represented through interconnected content,
meaningful learning situations, and diverse educational experiences rather than through isolated moral prescriptions (Golshan et al.,
2025; Salehi & Najafi, 2025). The effectiveness of moral education also depends on the classroom environment and teachers’
professional and psychological capacities. The characteristics of creative and participatory primary classrooms can facilitate active
interaction, dialogue, and engagement (Bagherianfar et al., 2025), while attention to teachers’ cognitive and emotional competencies

may contribute to a more constructive educational environment (Yaghoubi et al., 2025).

A comprehensive approach must additionally connect knowledge with values, practice, and assessment. Curriculum management that
integrates knowledge, religious values, and moral competence provides a potentially useful framework for holistic student development
(Salamah, 2025). Likewise, attention to evaluation techniques in moral and religious education indicates that assessment should form
an integral part of the educational process rather than merely measure students’ recall of moral concepts (Rohim & Madzaly, 2025).
Within the Iranian context, moral education is also closely linked to cultural, spiritual, and religious foundations. Models derived from
Islamic ethical teachings have demonstrated the possibility of organizing moral principles into systematic educational frameworks (Abbasi
et al., 2019), while research on moral development within the philosophy of Islamic education has emphasized relationships with the
self, others, transcendent values, and the natural world (Majdaldin et al., 2023). Taken together, previous studies demonstrate
substantial progress in identifying moral education principles, curricular elements, and developmental domains; nevertheless, these
findings remain dispersed across content analysis, curriculum studies, conceptual models, and educational frameworks. Therefore, there
remains a need for an integrated model capable of organizing the cognitive, emotional, social, cultural, and broader responsibility-related
dimensions of moral education within the specific context of elementary education in Tehran. Accordingly, the present study aimed to
develop and validate a conceptual model of moral education for elementary school students in Tehran and to identify and prioritize its

dimensions, components, and indicators.
Methods and Materials

The present research was an applied study conducted using a qualitative approach. The study population consisted of experts in educational

sciences who held doctoral degrees and possessed relevant experience in academic research, publication, and educational practice.



d data collection continued until theoretical satur.

Participants were selected through theoretical and snowba

achieved. Ultimately, 15 experts participated in the study.

Data were collected through documentary examination and in-depth semi-stru iews. The interview
clicit expert perspectives regarding the dimensions, components, and indicators that
education for elementary school students in Tehran. Interviews were transcribed and syste

selective coding.

During open coding, interview data were reviewed, standardized, conceptualized, and categorized. Conceptua ar statements were
compared, and relevant scientific labels were assigned to the extracted concepts. During axial coding, related open codes were organized
into broader categories and relationships among concepts were established. In selective coding, the identified categories were further
integrated, refined, and organized into more abstract dimensions capable of representing the overall conceptual structure of moral

education.

Following the coding stages, the Delphi technique was used to examine, refine, and finalize the proposed dimensions, components, and
indicators. The preliminary structure was submitted to the 15 experts, their judgments were collected, and recommended modifications
were incorporated. The revised model was subsequently returned to the experts for additional confirmation. The theoretical validity of
the model was examined by organizing the identified dimensions, components, and indicators into a coherent conceptual framework and
calculating the Content Validity Ratio. Finally, a brainstorming session involving five university experts was conducted to further evaluate

the model and determine the relative priorities of its dimensions and components.
Findings

The initial analysis of the semi-structured interviews generated 126 preliminary codes representing concepts related to moral education
among elementary school students. After eliminating overlapping items, revising conceptually similar codes, and consolidating redundant
material, 101 open codes remained. Axial coding resulted in the organization of these concepts into 17 broader components. Following
selective coding and the Delphi process, the final model consisted of 88 indicators organized into 17 components and five major

dimensions: cognitive, emotional, social, cultural, and environmental.

The cognitive dimension contained 13 indicators distributed across three components: moral awareness with four indicators,
critical /moral thinking with four indicators, and recognition and resolution of moral conflicts with five indicators. Experts ranked the
cognitive dimension first among the five dimensions. Within this dimension, moral awareness received the highest priority, followed by

critical /moral thinking and recognition and resolution of moral conflicts.

The emotional dimension, ranked second, contained 22 indicators across four components. These included empathy with four indicators,
emotional responsibility with six indicators, emotional self-awareness with six indicators, and emotional communication with six
indicators. In terms of priority, empathy ranked first, emotional responsibility second, emotional self-awareness third, and emotional

communication fourth.

The social dimension was ranked third and included 19 indicators distributed across four components: respect for individual differences
with five indicators, participation in public affairs with four indicators, effective communication with five indicators, and respect for social
rules and regulations with five indicators. Respect for individual differences was ranked as the most important component of this

dimension, followed by participation in public affairs, effective communication, and respect for social rules and regulations.

The cultural dimension was ranked fourth and comprised 19 indicators. Its three components were cultural awareness with six indicators,
respect for spiritual and religious heritage with seven indicators, and global solidarity with six indicators. Cultural awareness received the

first priority within this dimension, followed by respect for spiritual and religious heritage and global solidarity.

jon was ranked fifth and consisted of 15 indicators distributed across environmental awareness with five
with four indicators, and support for global environmental actions with six indicators.
ental responsibility second, and support for global environmental actions third. The
d five dimensions was reviewed through the Delphi process and was subsequently

ment and content validi
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The findings indicate that moral education in elementary school should be conceptualized as an integrated developmental process rather
than as the simple transmission of moral rules. The five-dimensional structure suggests that ethically competent students require several
mutually reinforcing capacities. They must understand moral principles and reason about ethical situations, experience empathy and
emotional responsibility, interact constructively within social relationships, understand their cultural and spiritual context, and recognize

responsibilities extending to the natural environment.

The first-place ranking of the cognitive dimension suggests that experts considered moral understanding and judgment to be foundational
to subsequent cthical behavior. Moral awareness enables children to identify relevant values and standards, while critical/moral thinking
allows them to evaluate alternative courses of action. Recognition and resolution of moral conflicts further transforms abstract
understanding into practical decision-making. These capacities are particularly important because children increasingly encounter

situations in which moral choices cannot be resolved through mechanical obedience to rules.

The second-ranked emotional dimension demonstrates that moral knowledge alone is insufficient. Empathy, emotional responsibility,
self-awareness, and healthy emotional communication provide the motivational and relational basis for transforming moral judgment into
behavior. A child may understand that a behavior is harmful yet fail to act ethically without sensitivity to another person’s feelings or
adequate regulation of personal emotions. Moral development therefore requires both knowing what is appropriate and developing the

emotional disposition to act accordingly.

The social dimension extends moral education into students’ everyday relationships. Respecting differences, participating in collective
activities, communicating effectively, and observing shared rules enable children to experience morality as a lived social practice. The
cultural dimension similarly demonstrates that ethical development occurs within systems of identity, traditions, beliefs, and shared
meanings. At the same time, the inclusion of global solidarity indicates that cultural rootedness need not conflict with openness toward

diverse groups and societies.

The environmental dimension broadens the scope of moral responsibility beyond interpersonal relationships. Its inclusion indicates that
contemporary moral education should cultivate responsibility toward natural resources, ecological sustainability, and collective
environmental action. This dimension is especially relevant during elementary education because enduring habits and attitudes toward

the environment can begin to develop during childhood.

Overall, the proposed model presents moral education as the balanced development of moral cognition, emotional capacities, social
competencies, cultural identity, and environmental responsibility. Its 88 indicators and 17 components provide an operational structure
through which broad moral education goals can be translated into curriculum design, teacher education, school activities, and evaluation
practices. The model therefore offers a comprehensive framework for preparing elementary school students not only to recognize ethical
principles but also to think critically, respond empathetically, participate responsibly in society, maintain meaningful cultural connections,

and act responsibly toward the environment.
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